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Twas immense. There was no tumult, and the people
were pleased. That a murderer should pay a penalty for
his crime was a charming and fantastic novelty to Perugia.
The strong arm of the law struck the city with consterna-
tion, and deeds of violence ceased as though by magic. In
this manner Cardinal Cesare (detto Borgia) gave a taste
of his quality; and came before the world, for the first
time, in the role which Nature intended him to fill, with his
splendid personality, and swift unerring pitiless master -
fulness of action.
The prosecution of this work was prevented by the con-
dition of affairs in Rome. It was impossible for the Holi-
ness of the Pope to gather an army while the marriage of
Madonna Lucrezia was before the courts, and the frenzy
of Fra Girolamo Savonarola before the .Reform Commis-
sion. Cardinal Cesare, also, was required for other service.
But now, at the beginning of 1498, after the coronation
of King Don Federigo, at the* close of his legation to
Naples, Cardinal Cesare reverted to the work begun the
year before; and preferred his petition for leave to doff
the scarlet of an ecclesiastic, and to embark on a secular
career. The news was bruited about Rome on the eighth
of February. Four days later, on the twelfth, the Ferrarese
Orator at Venice heard it said that Cardinal Cesare was
the murderer of the Duke of Gandia, and that His Wor-
ship and Madonna Lucrezia Borgia were seeking matri-
monial alliances with the Royal House of Naples. Four
days would be exceedingly quick travelling for a piece of
gossip from Rome to Venice, when news was carried by
mounted couriers, or a-foot, and would have to pass
through the Romagna hell: and it is also most important
to note that this suspicion was not published till eight
months after the murder; and, then, in Venice. No evi-
dence was offered to support it. It emanated from the
numerous Orsini whom Venice sheltered, and who said